Skills for a technology-based future

Becoming more comfortable with digital
media is a plus not only for students hop-
ing to compete in a global marketplace, but
also teachers looking to expand their own
roles as educators and participants in the
Information Age, according to Jason Smith,
founder of TeacherTube.com and super-
intendent of Melissa Independent School
District in Texas.

Similar to YouTube, TeacherTube is a
video file-sharing site where educators are
encouraged to share lesson plans, tips and
other instruction-based films. The most
useful, intriguing or — yes — entertaining
clips are chosen by user votes to be featured
prominently on the page.

Professionals can build a digital portfolio
to share with peers across the world. As
they do this, the lessons they teach reach
a wider audience, including areas that may
not have equal access to updated content
and materials, and foster a sense of com-
munity among those in education.

Sharing information across such a vast
expanse could someday change the role of
teachers in classrooms of the future, Smith
said. Instead of being definitive experts and the
last word on a given subject, educators might
find themselves in a new supportive role.

“The teacher of the future (will get stu-
dents) access to the brightest teachers, who
will teach to the needs of that student,”
Smith added.

Some in the industry may be reluctant
to see teachers’ roles change or introduce

a new way of learning into the classroom,
Smith said, though each new generation
of teachers is becoming more amenable to
finding and learning new ways of reaching
students, many of whom have grown up
with access to computers, cell phones, pod-
casts and YouTube.

While the use of file-sharing sites and
technological enhancements to the tradi-

Channeling

Other Resoures

From within the mass of videos available
on YouTube, teachers can jump directly to
channels they know are reliable and fit for
classroom use.

National Public Radio has recently set
up its own channel on YouTube, www.
youtube.com/npr, and its first video,
“Little Giants: Pandas Make You Smile,”
of pandas at the Chengdu Research Base
of Giant Panda Breeding in China, could
bring welcome smiles to social studies or
science classes.

PBS has its own channel as well,
www.youtube.com/PBS, with education-
worthy videos on the car of the future,
penguins of the Antarctic, and gorillas,
among others.

The National Wildlife Federation is
among the more established YouTube
channels with about 450 subscribers*

and many videos to choose from. Check it
out at www.youtube.com/NationalWildlife.

*as of April, 2008

tional curriculum is widespread among K-12
teachers and school sites, much of it is done
by teachers on their own time, said Shelley
Pasnik, director of the Center for Children
and Technology, a nonprofit media research
organization in New York.

A teacher’s willingness is not the only
factor for getting a classroom to operate
on the cutting edge of technology: Access
to current hardware and software as well
as administrative visions will set the tech-
nology scene at a school or district. Some
teachers may not have a computer in the
classroom or means of accessing technol-
ogy-enhanced curriculums, Pasnik added,
and an instant infusion of computerbased
learning may not necessarily be the best
move for a class to make.

“It can be a valuable tool, but it’s not a
panacea,” Pasnik said of a multimedia influ-
ence. “It depends on how it’s being used
and to what end.”

The use of media in the classroom can
help students engage in an exploration-
based approach to learning, where ques-
tions are encouraged over rote memoriza-
tion of theories and rules. Still, the proper
infrastructure has to be in place to ensure
best practice, according to Pasnik.

While video sharing sites like YouTube
have made an impact on college-level classes
like Nguyen’s, they must be given a chance
with the younger set if they are to have an
impact on the education system. @
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